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that has done so. Truth cannot be acquired without
feeling-realisation : to reach it we must do something more
than turn printed pages, listen with dull ears, wag auto-
intoxicated tongues.

But belief in the brain dies hard. Bodivere, Ethelwulf
and I did little but read and talk. Books are very tempting
to me : I absorb them through the eyes without having
to tremble and sweat : I pack their print away in my
head, and there it is, ready to re-issue in modified form on
the next convenient occasion without the trouble of
thinking. Talking is equally attractive to some people :
having stated a good argument, they convince themselves
that it is true because it is logical.

Bodi vere,for instance, convinced himself and many others
that Men Do Not Need Women. We wanted to believe that
what he said was right, though some of us had our doubts.

He opened the debate by pointing out that some of the
greatest men in all ages and in every sphere of life had
been bachelors. He admitted that we didn't know much
about their private lives and that it was possible that they
had not been chaste, but the fact remained that great men
went their own way, despite the wiles of women. Napo-
leon didn't retire when Josephine was unfaithful. Keats
went on writing in spite of Fanny Brawn. Both Sir Isaac
Newton and John Ruskin were impotent. Of course men
could live without women : sex was only one aspect of the
Life Force, and not the most important. Women only
exercised a paramount influence in our lives when we
were idle. Given a job of any kind which had to be done
with the whole soul's will, and there was no time or wish
for sex. (Applause*)

But although the physical presence of Woman was
comparatively unimportant, continued Bodivcrea she